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Rector’s letter - A Season of Thankfulness 
A Season of Thankfulness
October is a beautiful reminder that we live in seasons. The leaves 
begin to change, the evenings draw in, and our churches �ill with the 
colours and abundance of Harvest. It is a natural time to pause and 
remember that all we have is ultimately a gift from God.
In the busyness of everyday life, it can be easy to focus on what we still need rather 
than noticing what we have already been given. Yet Scripture reminds us: “Give 
thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” (Psalm 107:1). Gratitude 
changes our perspective. It doesn't mean that everything in life is easy, but it helps 
us to recognise God's goodness even in the ordinary.
Perhaps this October we could make thankfulness a daily habit. Thank God for the 
food on our tables, the people around us, the beauty of creation, and even the small 
things that can so easily go unnoticed.
And as the trees let go of their leaves, perhaps we too can ask God what we need to 
let go of - trusting Him with what is past and looking ahead to the new things He is 
doing. “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:18)

Operation Christmas Child - Shoe Box Appeal
The launch date for the Shoe Box Appeal is 4 October.
Flat pack boxes will be available for pickup at both our churches. 
Lea�lets giving advice on age- appropriate items for each group 
are also available. All shoe boxes should be returned to church by 
Sunday 25 October (or Sunday 1 November at the latest).
We are grateful to Denis Carson for organising the ordering and 
delivery of the �lat packs, and to David Johnston who will collect 
and bring the shoe boxes to the local collection point.



Big Fry  up Help
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Killaney Notes October
Flowers:   Anne Mannis
Cleaning:     Marie Mack & Sheila McBrien

Harvest Appeal
This year, Killaney Vestry has chosen to 
support Brainwaves NI as ourHarvestcharity.
Brainwaves NI was established in 1992 by 
patients and carers who recognised the 
enormous need for information, support and 

connection for those affected by brain tumours.
Today, Brainwaves NI provides information, emotional support, social 
connection and signposting for children and adults living with brain tumours, as 
well as for their families and carers. The charity also funds research into the 
causes, treatment and cure of brain tumours, including through a strong local 
partnership with Queen’s University Belfast.If you would like to �ind out more 
about Brainwaves NI and the important work they do, you can visit their 
website:www.brainwaves-ni.org. 
 During our Harvest Service on Sunday 18th October, any loose change collected 
will be donated directly to Brainwaves NI to support their work.
We will also be sharing the harvest in another practical way: any food used to 
decorate the church will be donated to Ballynahinch Foodbank, helping to 
support local people and families in need.
Thank you for helping us to celebrate God’s provision at Harvest by sharing what 
we have with others.

Baby Change 
As our congregation continues to grow, we are delighted to be making some 
small but important changes to help families feel even more welcome and 
comfortable when they join us at Hempton Hall.
We are currently arranging a baby changing facility in the toilet at Hempton Hall, 
which will also have heating to make it a warm and comfortable space for little 
ones. We will provide nappies and wipes, as well as a potty for children who are 
toilet training.
We know that coming to church with babies and young children can sometimes 
require a little extra planning — and occasionally a few more supplies than you 
might expect! Our hope is that these simple provisions will make life that little 
bit easier for families and help them to feel that they are very much at home 
among us.
As we see our congregation growing, we want to continue to be a church where 
children and families are welcomed, valued and included. We hope this is 
another small step towards creating a warm, practical and family-friendly church 
community where everyone can feel at home
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Help Us Reach Our £160,000 Target
Carryduff Parish Church has served its community for more than 60 years. As you 
will already be aware, its distinctive roof — one of the features that makes our 
church architecturally unique — needs to be replaced. Through the generosity of 
our congregation and the support of the local community, we have raised almost 
£100,000 towards an anticipated cost of £160,000. The Select Vestry have decided 
to put the roof project out to tender at the beginning of November with a view to 
beginning the work at the end of June. As you will see we have a gap of £60,000 to 
�ill! We hope to �ill this gap by applying for grants made available to churches of 
architectural interest. At the same time our project team will continue to run 
fundraising events. Please help us by supporting these events and by giving any 
additional donations if you are able. You can either donate via the fabric fund 
envelopes or by donating directly to the fabric fund account. Details below.
If you’d like to contribute to our roof fund, please send your donation using the 
following details: 

Danske Bank Forestside Shopping Centre 
Account Name :  Carryduff Parish Church. 
Sort Code :  950679
Account number : 40070068
Please entitle your donation : Roof fund.

If you are unable to make an electronic payment please speak to Rev Sarah. 
All contributions will be very gratefully received. 
Look out for a banner in the Jeremy Taylor Chapel



The Suitcase Project 
The Suitcase Project exists to help us love the newcomer as ourselves — 
expressing the deep love of God through practical support, emotional care and by 
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.
Hundreds of asylum seekers and refugees arrive in Northern Ireland each month 
from places including Africa, the Middle East, Afghanistan and Ukraine. Many have 
been forcibly displaced from their homes and communities, and some come from 
countries where it can be very dif�icult to hear the good news of Jesus.
As a church family, the Vestry at Carryduff has agreed to support The Suitcase 
Project by collecting practical items for their pantry.
We are delighted that Tim Burns, Outreach Leader with The Suitcase Project, 
will be joining us on Sunday 11th October at both Carryduff and Killaney to 
share an update on the project and tell us more about how we can support this 
important work.
In the meantime, you may notice a shopping trolley in the foyer at Carryduff 
Church. This is there for anyone who would like to donate items, and the 
donations will be delivered to The Suitcase Project on our behalf.

Items currently needed:
• Cooking oil
• Tinned/chopped tomatoes
• Passata
• Sugar
• Basmati rice
• Tea and coffee
• Plain �lour
• Pasta
Other practical items:
• Women’s sanitary products
• Baby wipes
• Nappies
• Socks and underwear for men and women, in all sizes

Thank you for helping us to welcome and care for those who are new to our 
community. Even a small donation can make a real difference, and together we can 
show something of the love of Christ in a very practical way.
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Golf Society 
The �inal outing of the season for the Golf Society will take place on 
Thursday 15 October at Bright Castle!
Whether you’re a seasoned golfer, someone who thinks a birdie is something you 
feed in the garden, or you’re simply considering joining the Golf Society — you’re 
very welcome! 
Come along for a great day of golf, friendship, questionable shots and even more 
questionable excuses for those shots! Visitors and prospective members are very 
welcome no matter the ability! 
For more information, contact Society Secretary Gerry McLaughlin on: 
gerrypmclaughlin@gmail.com
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Visit of the Logos Hope 
It is 17 years since the Logos Hope 
was last seen in Belfast. It is the 
world’s largest �loating book fair and 
carries more than 5,000 books. It is 
crewed entirely by volunteers - 
including the Captain -  from 65 
different countries.
The ship’s location is Albert Quay just 
across from the Titanic Quarter.
 It will be open to the public from 2nd 
to 20th October, from 10.00am until 
10.00pm, Tuesday to Sunday. The 
entrance fee is a modest £1 and 
children go free. There is a cafe 
onboard where refreshments can be 
purchased.
Tours of the ship are held each day 
but these must be booked in advance and they cost £5.
Details of the different events being held on the ship can be found on the OM Logos Hope 
website.
It is well worth a visit, if only to browse and maybe to purchase a book or two!!!
If you are interested, please contact Marlene Moore for more details.
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Calendar for October
Sunday 27 September The Seventeenth Sunday After Trinity  (Green) 
  10:00 All Age Worship  in Carryduff
  12:00 All Age Worship  in Killaney
Wednesday 30 September 
 10:00  Midweek Fellowship  in Killaney
  Job 9:1-12,14-16 Luke 9:57-62
 6:30 Alpha Course in the Mitchell Room
Sunday 4 October The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity  (Green) 
 8:30 Holy Communion    
  10:00 Carryduff Harvest Worship  in Carryduff
  Launch of shoe box appeal
  12:00 Sunday Worship  in Killaney
Wednesday 7 October 
  10:00 Midweek Communion  in Carryduff
  Galatians 3:1-15
 6:30 Alpha Course in the Mitchell Room
Sunday 11 October 19th Sunday After Trinity  (Green) 
  10:00 Parish Communion 
  (Speaker: Tim Burns from The Suitcase Project)  in Carryduff
  12:00 Parish Communion
  (Speaker: Tim Burns from The Suitcase Project)  in Killaney
Wednesday 14 October 
  10:00 Midweek Communion  in Carryduff
  Galatians 5:18-25 Luke 11:42-46
 6:30 Alpha Course in the Mitchell Room
Sunday 18 October 20th Sunday After Trinity  (Green)
  8:30 Holy Communion  in Carryduff
  Sunday Worship  in Carryduff
  3:00 Killaney Harvest (Speaker: Rev’d Mervyn Jamison Holy Trinity Ballylesson)
Wednesday 21 October 
  10:00 Midweek Communion  in Carryduff
  Ephesians 3:2-12 Luke 12:39-48
 6:30 Alpha Course in the Mitchell Room



Pumpkin Patch

October 2026

 11

Sunday 25 October The Fifth Sunday Before Advent  (Green)
  End of British Summertime – clocks go back 
 10:00 All Age Worship  in Carryduff
  12:00 All Age Worship  in Killaney
Wednesday 28 October 
 11:30 Midweek Communion & Lunch  in Carryduff
  Ephesians 2:19-22 John 15:17-27
  NO ALPHA 
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Much Needed Kindness 

It is that time of year when it is our privilege to take part in Operation Christmas 
Child. This is all about shoe boxes and the opportunity they present for us to offer 
some Christmas joy to deprived and, often, very isolated children.
The project, known as Operation Christmas Child, will be formally presented in 
both our parish churches on Sunday 4 October.
From that time on for the net few weeks, �lat pack shoe boxes will be available, and 
we most sincerely invite everyone to take a box (or maybe two, or even three), �ill 
them with a variety of gifts, and return them to the church by Sunday 25 October 
or, at the very latest, the �irst Sunday in November.
These boxes make an enormous impact on disadvantaged children living in 
orphanages, refugee centres, and even tented camps.
I cannot be certain where, precisely, our shoe boxes will go, but recent experience 
suggests that they may be taken to centres in Ukraine or in the Middle East. In any 
event we can be sure of two things. Firstly, that our shoe boxes will most likely be 
the only Christmas gifts these children will receive and, secondly, that wherever 
possible, the children will be told the Christmas story -  the story of God’s love!
What a privilege it is to be a part of this amazing Christian outreach opportunity. In 
essence, this is a world-wide Sunday School Project.
Recently, I have read a note about lives transformed by this project. It stated: “See 
the difference your shoe box makes in the lives of children around the world.”
Let’s get ready to pack lots of shoe boxes, and make a difference to lots of young 
lives. Here is Christmas joy; here also, in many cases a crucial introduction to a life 
of Christian faith.
Denis

Bible Week 2026 Prayer:
That God would raise up another generation of 

fully surrendered Christ-followers
Who are so captivated by Christ, 

So committed to Christ’s call, 
So shaped by the Scriptures, 

And so set on �ire by the Holy Spirit,
That they are radical Christ-like disciples 

And radiant worldwide witnesses
Are willing to go anywhere and do anything

And so are used by God to impact this world for Jesus Christ like never before.
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Renew Weekend - Return, Restore, Renew
What a wonderful weekend we had as we gathered together for our Renew 
Weekend, with the theme Return, Restore, Renew.
From Friday’s fun-�illed children and youth evening with african drumming and 
balloon modelling, through to our bowling evening on Saturday, and our services 
and fellowship on Sunday, it was a brilliant opportunity to spend time together as a 
church family. There was plenty of laughter, food, conversation and fun, but most 
importantly, there was time to pause and focus again on God.
Our hope throughout the weekend was that those who had been away over the 
summer would feel welcomed back, that we would have the opportunity to 
reconnect with one another, and that together we might be encouraged and 
refreshed in our faith.
As Keith mentioned in his talk as we �inished our Renew Weekend, our prayer is 
that this won’t simply be a weekend we remember, but the beginning of a 
season where we return to God, are restored by Him, and allow Him to renew 
us for all that lies ahead.
Thank you to everyone who helped make the weekend possible, whether through 
organising, serving, providing food, helping with the activities or simply coming 
along and joining in. It was a real joy to see our church family gathered together, 
and we look forward with excitement to all that God has in store for us in the 
months ahead.
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Thank you clean up day
A massive thank you to everyone , from both  Carryduff and Killaney , who came 
along to our clean up day. We achieved a massive amount from hedge cutting, 
weeding, weed killing, cementing manhole covers, clearing out the paint  
cupboard, the upstairs of�ice , the vestry, cleaning windows , the fridge and even 
washing behind the cooker! Not only did we get loads done  but we also had great 
craic and enjoyed a fabulous brunch together. 
Watch this space for our next clean up event !! 
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Across
1  ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, “You 
— to insult God’s high priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4)
3  They were assigned to guard the tree of life 
(Genesis 3:24) (8)
9  ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the 
— of — , the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite’ (1 
Samuel 1:1) (3,4)
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5)
11 Where American livestock can be reared (5)
12 Listen (anag.) (6)
14 Alterna�ve name for Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 
6:2) (6,2,5)
17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — the 
Confessor (6)
19 Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5)
22 Allies of Persia in the fi�h century BC (Esther 
1:3) (5)
23 Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot 
(4,3)
24 Rebellion against God; abandonment of 
religious belief (8)
25 Note (anag.) (4)

Down
1  Give an account of (Mark 4:30) 
(8)
2  ‘I — — the path of your 
commands, for you have set my 
heart free’ (Psalm 119:32) (3,2)
4  ‘He took the ephod, the other 
— — and the carved image’ 
(Judges 18:20) (9,4)
5  ‘You are a chosen people, a — 
priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5)
6  The meek, the merciful and the 
mourners are all this (Ma�hew 
5:4–5, 7) (7)
7  Musical Instrument Digital 
Interface (1,1,1,1)
8  He was the son of Nun 
(Deuteronomy 34:9) (6)
13 ‘Let the li�le — come to me’ 
(Ma�hew 19:14) (8)
15 ‘About three thousand were — 
— their number that day’ (Acts 
2:41) (5,2)
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the 
new Jerusalem was made of this 
(Revela�on 21:18) (6)
18 ‘Our ci�zenship is in heaven. 
And we eagerly — a Saviour from 
there, the Lord Jesus Christ’ 
(Philippians 3:20) (5)
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let 
us — his name together’ (Psalm 
34:3) (5)
21 Young Men’s Chris�an 
Associa�on (1,1,1,1)

Answers on page 18



ACROSS 
1 dare; 3 cherubim; 9 son Tohu; 10 yield; 11 ranch; 12 enlist; 14 Baalah of Judah; 17 
Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 media; 23 open air; 24 apostasy; 25 Eton
DOWN
1 describe; 2 run in; 4 household gods; 5 royal; 6 blessed; 7 MIDI; 8 Joshua; 13 children; 15 
added to; 16 Jasper; 18 await; 20 exalt; 21 YMCA

Smile Lines
Accident
As my �ive-year-old son and I were heading to McDonald’s one day, we passed a car 
accident. Usually when we see something terrible like that, we say a prayer for 
whoever might be hurt, so I pointed and said to my son, “We should pray.”
From the back seat I heard his earnest voice: “Dear God, please don’t let those cars 
block the entrance to McDonald’s.”
 Broad
Middle age is when broadness of the mind and narrowness of the waist change 
places.
The glass
To the optimist, the glass is half full. To the pessimist, the glass is half empty. 
To the engineer, the glass is twice as big as it needs to be.

mailto:revsarahparkinson@gmail.com
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Website & Contacts :  Killaney and Carryduff
:See service times, current news sheets, all magazines and recent news at:

https://carryduff-killaney.down.anglican.org 
Facebook: KandCd at the Crossroads 

Rector:  Revd Sarah Parkinson   
: 700 Saint�ield Rd, Carryduff BT8 8BU  079 7425 2013 
: carryduff@down.anglican.org
: killaney@down.anglican.org   
Diocesan Readers:  Marlene Moore  077 4028 9358
: mrm-moore@hotmail.co.uk   028 9081 4896
: Keith Shaw  
: keithshaw2@icloud.com  079 0193 5205
Parish Readers: Jenny Montgomery  078 5093 3365
: Jenny.montgomery1@outlook.com
: Raymond Scott  077 1876 9566 
: raymondscotty@me.com
: Gillian Grant 
Office:  Of�ice Phone (Jenny Eralp)       028 9081 3489
:  killaneyandcarryduff@icloud.com
Killaney: Adrian Cousins 077 3198 7183
Wardens: Marie Mack 077 3369 0557
Verger & Graveyard: Florence Coulter  077 8756 3851
Honorary Secretary: Fiona Chew �jewhurst01@gmail.com  079 5264 6902
Honary Treasurer: Regis Calard 079 6955 6106
Gi� Aid Secretary: Regis Calard                                 regis:@starterbooster.co.uk
Flower Rota:  Anne Mannis  028 9751 0089
Cleaning Rota: Marie Mack  028 9751 0350
Hempton Hall Booking: Colin McClintock  078 2533 7705
Carryduff: Joan Clayton 
Wardens: Sammy Barratt   
Co Honorary Treasurers  {Deirdre Shaw, 079 1713 8452
: {Sandra Thomas 078 5519 3341
Gi� Aid Secretary:  Hon Treasurers
Honorary Secretary:  sandrathomas64@sky.com
Sexton: Fiona Ellis
Freewill Offering:  Susan Creber       077 1312 3835
Hall Bookings: Sandra Thomas 078 5519 3341 
: sandrathomas64@sky.com
Parish Panel: Our Parishes ensure that children and their leaders will
 experience a safe and secure  environment .
:  Sarah Parkinson 079 7425 2013
: Marlene Moore  077 4028 9358
: Bill Connor  079 6772 5635
: Susan Creber 077 1312 3835

Next Edition is the November Edition. 
Please submit copy including holiday dates by Monday 19 October to 
killaneyandcarryduff@icloud.com for publishing on Friday 23 October 
Thank you to our distributors and compilers for your help.

https://carryduff-killaney.down.anglican.org
https://carryduff-killaney.down.anglican.org
https://carryduff-killaney.down.anglican.org
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