SUNDAY 4TH OCTOBER - CARRYDUFF HARVEST

 The Greeting - Hello & Welcome 

 Opening prayer 

Come, ye thankful people, come - Hymn 37

1 Come, ye thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest-home;
all is safely gathered in ere the winter storms begin;
God our Maker doth provide 
for our wants to be supplied;
come to God’s own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest-home.

2 All the world is God’s own field,
fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and tares together sown,
unto joy or sorrow grown;
first the blade, and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear:
Lord of harvest, grant that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.

3 For the Lord our God shall come,
and shall take his harvest home;
from his field shall in that day all offences purge away;
give his angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast;
but the fruitful ears to store in his garner evermore.

4 Even so, Lord, quickly come, 
to thy final harvest-home;
gather thou thy people in, 
free from sorrow, free from sin,
there for ever purified in thy presence to abide:
come, with all thine angels, come,
raise the glorious harvest-home.

 Confession 

O God our Father, we confess that we have often used your gifts carelessly, and often have not acted gratefully for all that you have given to us. Hear our prayer, and in your mercy
forgive us and help us.

When we enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but forget that they come from you – then Father, in your mercy,
forgive us and help us.

When we are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry and those in need – then, Father, in your mercy,
forgive us and help us.

When we are thoughtless, and do not treat with respect or care the wonderful world you have made – then, Father, in your mercy,
forgive us and help us.

When we store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no heaven – then, Father, in your mercy,
forgive us and help us.

Grant us thankful hearts and a loving concern for all people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Absolution 

 Preparing to hear God’s Word 

Your word is a lantern to my feet
and a light upon our path.  			
O Lord, your word is everlasting:
it stands firm for ever in the heavens.  		
Let us then receive the word of the Lord.
so may the light of your presence shine into our hearts.

 Psalm 8:1-9 

Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth You have set your glory in the heavens.
2 Through the praise of children and infants you have established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.
3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? 
5 You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them  with glory and honour.
6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet:
7 all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild,
8 the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.
9 Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

 Children’s Spot - Sarah 

 Children’s Song - Psalm 8 Hallé

 Reading - Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 

1 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: 2 a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, 3 a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, 4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, 5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 6 a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, 7 a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, 8  a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace. 9 What do workers gain from their toil?  10 I have seen the burden God has laid on the human race. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.

 Sermon - Sarah 

 Great is thy faithfulness - Hymn 80

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not,
as thou hast been, thou for ever wilt be.

Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness,
morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided,
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2 Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest,
sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Choir: 
The Fields are white onto harvest time 
I’ll go in the strength of the Lord 

 Declaring Faith - Affirming our belief

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died for us and rose again?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world?
We believe and trust in him.

 Praying Together - Intercessions 

 Harvest Collect 

Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness and give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 
grant that we may use them to your glory, for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
for ever and ever. Amen.

 We plough the fields - Hymn 47
 Offertory Hymn

We plough the fields, and scatter
the good seed on the land,
but it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand;
he sends the snow in winter,
the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain.

All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love.

2 He only is the maker of all things near and far;
he paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star;
the winds and waves obey him, 
by him the birds are fed;
much more to us, his children, he gives our daily bread.

3 We thank you, then, O Father,
for all things bright and good,
the seed-time and the harvest,
our life, our health, our food.
Accept the gifts we offer, for all your love imparts,
and that which you most welcome,
our humble, thankful hearts.

 Notices 

My heart is filled - Thanks & Praise 99

1 My heart is filled with thankfulness 
to Him who bore my pain,
who plumbed the depths of my disgrace 
and gave me life again,
who crushed my curse of sinfulness 
and clothed me with His light,
and wrote His law of righteousness 
with pow'r upon my heart.

2 My heart is filled with thankfulness 
to Him who walks beside,
who floods my weaknesses with strength 
and causes fears to fly,
whose every promise is enough for every step I take,
sustaining me with arms of love, 
and crowning me with grace.

3 My heart is filled with thankfulness 
to Him who reigns above,
whose wisdom is my perfect peace, 
whose every thought is love.
For every day I have on earth is given by the King,
so I will give my life, my all, to love and follow Him.

Dismissal

This Harvest time, 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
in the name of Christ. Amen.

