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Sarah Writes 
Rector’s Easter Vestry Report 
It is both a privilege and a slightly daunting task to present my �irst 
report, having been  your Rector for just over two months. I am 
very aware that many of you know the life of this church far better 
than I do at this stage—although I am learning quickly, and being 
very well supplied with caffeine, which certainly helps.
These �irst weeks have been a time of listening, learning, and beginning to build 
relationships. I have been grateful for the warm welcome we have received as a 
family across Killaney and Carryduff. It has been a real encouragement to encounter 
such commitment, faithfulness, and generosity in the life of both parishes. I want to 
take the opportunity to thank our parish nominators Keith, Victoria, Jenny and Bill. 
Nominating a new Rector is not an easy task and the process can be lengthy and 
frustrating at times, but I want to thank you for participating in that process with 
such kindness and respectfulness- I hope you feel you’ve made the right choice. 
One of the goals of the �irst few weeks has been simply to be present: in worship, in 
conversation, and in the everyday moments that make up the life of the church. I am 
beginning to get a sense of the rhythms of parish life—though I suspect it may take 
a little longer before I con�idently know where everything is kept and how 
everything works (especially the photocopier).
In worship, it has been a joy to gather with you week by week. There is a clear sense 
of  community and hospitality in what we offer and it is my prayer that we never 
lose sight of those. 
Our journey through Holy Week and Easter has been a particular highlight of these 
early months. From our community prayer walk on Monday evening praying for the 
people of Carryduff, new houses, local businesses and the safety of roads, to our 
‘Hymns of Holy Week’ service held in Killaney on Tuesday, a quiet yet re�lective 
service which spoke of the heart of Easter. I want to take this opportunity to thank 
Brian Mulholland who so graciously helped me in preparing the service in such a 
way that re�lected the journey of Jesus in his �inal week on earth.
Among our services throughout the week, one of the highlights for me was our 
Community Easter Trail, on Good Friday morning. As the volunteers gathered 
together I recall saying “If we have 5 people through our door this morning then we 
can be content that our doors have been opened and people know that we are here.” 
That day we welcomed a total of 79 people who came through our doors to take 
part in the Easter Trail, telling the real Easter story, and stayed for a chat, coffee and 
activities for the children. It’s my prayer that we will be able to run more 
community events that express the love of Christ, and that all in our local 
community would know us to be a safe place where the hurting �ind hope, the 
griping �ind refuge, the ill �ind healing, and all �ind a warm welcome. 
I would like to take this opportunity to offer my sincere thanks to those who will be 
stepping down from their roles this year; namely David Nevin, who has taken the 
decision to step down after over 20 years of faithful service as People’s Glebe 
Warden in Carryduff  and David Gill who is stepping down as People’s Church 
Warden in Killaney. The life of a parish depends so much on the faithful service of 
individuals who give their time, energy, and care, often over many years. Your 
contribution has been deeply valued, and I hope you know how much it has meant 
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to this church community. You leave with our gratitude—and, I hope, at least a little 
more free time.
I would also like to express my thanks to all who have made these �irst weeks not 
only manageable, but genuinely enjoyable. The life of our parish wouldn’t be 
possible without our ministry team in Keith, Marlene, Raymond, Jenny and Gillian. 
Your patience, guidance, and good humour have been deeply appreciated— I have 
regularly said that if you had a £1 for every question I asked, you’d be lying on a sun 
lounger in Barbados- so thank you for your dedication and commitment not only to 
this Parish but to the calling that God has put upon your lives. 
Of course, stepping into a new parish also means recognising that there are 
questions to explore and opportunities ahead. These early weeks have already 
highlighted areas where we may, together, re�lect on how we continue to grow—
both in our life as a worshipping community and in our service to those around us. 
In April two members of Carryduff parish and I attended a church growth 
conference organised by the Commission on Ministry. We all left feeling encouraged 
and hopeful about what God is doing in Carryduff and Killaney. 
It is my hope that we will be able to offer an Alpha course in the new academic year 
for those exploring faith. In addition, as we’ve already discussed in our sermon this 
morning prayer, must be a  priority as the people of God. Time and time again we 
say how it would be lovely to have more children and young people in our parish; it 
won’t happen on its own and it won’t happen just by being here. We must get our 
hands dirty, get stuck in and pray. Because prayer changes things! It is my hope that 
Killaney and Carryduff are known as places of prayer and so I continue to discern 
how we can best implement prayer into our weekly routine as a worshipping 
community. 
As I continue to settle into this role, I am very conscious that my time with you has 
only just begun, and I am looking forward to getting to know you more fully in the 
months ahead. Every church has its own story, character, and calling, and I am keen 
to listen carefully and learn what has shaped you as a congregation, as well as what 
you sense God is calling you to be and to do in this place.
I am particularly interested in exploring, together, our vision for the future—what 
gives us energy, where we see opportunities for growth, and how we might build on 
the strengths that are already here.
Finally, I am hopeful; hopeful about what God is already doing in this place, and 
hopeful about what lies ahead. It is a gift to begin this ministry among you, and I 
look forward to continuing this journey together.

Pastoral Notice 
Pastoral care is pivotal to our ministry in Killaney and Carryduff. We believe it is 
vital that people are visited in both life’s joys and challenges. We are are currently 
trying to compile a list of parishioners who are housebound or in a nursing home. 
If you know of anyone in a nursing home or who is housebound, please speak to 
or message Rev Sarah. 
“I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.”-Matthew 25:36 
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Project Team.
The Project Team would appreciate help with providing tray bakes, buns and 

cocktail sausages.
Sheet will be available in Jeremy Taylor Chapel. 

Please add your name if you can help 



Access NI evening
Do you help with children and 
young people in our Parishes 
or would like to help ?
It is a legal requirement for 
everyone working with 
children and young people in 
our parishes to complete an 
Access NI check every three 
years. To make the process as 
straightforward as possible, we 
are hosting two support 
evenings in Carryduff (Tuesday 
2nd & Wednesday 3rd June), 
where assistance will be 
available to help you complete 
your Access NI application.
Anyone involved in working 
with children and young 
people is encouraged to drop 
into the Mitchell Room on 
either evening, where a team 
will be on hand to guide you 
through the process. Please 
keep an eye on our notices 
which will provide more 
details soon. 
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Killaney Notes
Flowers:   Maureen & Lisa Girvan
Cleaning:     Alison Gray & Anne Mannis

• Thank you to Sarah and Brian for the lovely service hymns for Easter; it was a 
very enjoyable service.
• A sincere thank you to Gary Crothers for the wooden cross he made for 
church, it was very kind and thoughtful of him.

It is better, so the Bible says, 
To give than to receive;
And this, the more I see of life,
The more I do believe.
For happy is the chance to make
Another’s life the brighter,
A double blessing for, you see,
It makes our own heart lighter.

Home, Sweet Home
These go to make the home complete:
A pair or two of muddy feet;
A set of garments children wear
That constantly requires repair;
Small bedrooms where the children lie,
“I want a drink,” and loudly cry;
Some beds to make and �loors to sweep,
Well stocked a biscuit jar to keep;
A hall chair where the youngsters stop,
Their anoraks and hats to drop;
For clothing of all buttons stripped,
A sewing basket well equipped;
For children when they climb the stairs
The time that’s set apart for prayers.
(E A Guest)
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Killaney Easter Vestry Results 
Easter Vestry Meeting at St Andrews 
The meeting was held on Sunday 19th April following a service of worship. 
The following appointments were made:
 Churchwardens
 Adrian Cousins  (Rector’s)  Marie Mack  (People’s)
 Glebewardens
 Gary Crothers  (Rector’s) 

 Select Vestry
 Colin McClintock, Régis Callard Fiona Chew
 Helen Penge James Chew Florence Coulter
 Amanda Cousins Gillian Grant Shelia McBrien
 Audrey Marks Jonny Grey Hilary Connor 

 Diocesan Synodsperson
 Bill Connor

Supplemental
 Jane Todd 
 Parochial Nominators
 Bill Connor 
 Supplemental Nominators
 Betty Green 

Church Growth Conference
On Saturday 18th April in The Stormont Hotel, Belfast,  church leaders from all 
areas of ministry were invited to a Church Growth Conference held by The Church 
of Ireland’s Commission on Ministry. The day began with coffee (as all good days 
do) and we were led in worship by Bishop David and worship leader, James 
Turner. The keynote address was provided by  Revd Canon Michael Alastair 
Graham, formerly Rector of Mullingar in the Diocese of Meath and Kildare. His 
address was entitled ‘Growing God’s Church, rooted in his word and responding to 
his call’. Canon Graham noted that so often we can focus on church attendance as a 
measure for growth but, if we focus on numbers, we often miss the point and 
attendance is only a part of a much larger picture. Throughout the afternoon, 
leaders attended seminars all relating to different aspects of church growth, such 
as prayer, evangelism, community engagement, stewardship, music, scripture and 
many more. Before the conference ended, leaders gathered together for a time of 
worship and commissioning and were treated to hearing internationally 
renowned singer and songwriter, Dana Scallon, who sang beautifully a song 
dedicated to St Patrick. So often it is easy to come away from these events feeling 
overwhelmed about what we should be doing. On Saturday we came away feeling 
hopeful about what God is already doing in Killaney and Carryduff and hopeful 
about what he might do in the coming years. 
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Easter Vestry Meeting at St Ignatius
The meeting was held on Sunday 19th April with 55 people present.
The following appointments were made:

Churchwardens
Joan Clayton (Rector’s)  Sammy Barratt (People’s)
Glebewardens
Mark Rourke (Rector’s)  Jenny Montgomery (People’s)
Select Vestry

 Cedric Adams  George Buchanan Susan Creber
Fiona Ellis Victoria Frazer Marlene Moore
Brian Mulholland Raymond Scott Deirdre Shaw
Keith Shaw Andrew Thomas  Sandra Thomas.

Diocesan Synodsperson
Marlene Moore
Supplemental
Keith Shaw
Diocesan Nominators
Keith Shaw  Jenny Montgomery  Victoria Frazer
Supplemental Nominators
Sandra Thomas  Susan Creber  Brian Mulholland

What is Gift Aid?
Gift Aid allows charities to claim an extra 25p for every £1 you give. It does not 
cost you any extra.
If you have recently started to donate to the Church via standing order/envelope 
giving and are a taxpayer, you may wish to consider completing a declaration to 
allow the Church to bene�it by claiming Gift Aid on your contributions.
Blank forms are available for completion in The Jeremy Taylor Chapel. 
Completed forms can be given to the Honorary Treasurers at any time.
For existing members, if you are unsure if you have already completed a Gift Aid 
Declaration, please speak to Sandra Thomas who can con�irm if form already 
held. 
It may be the case that members have now started to pay income tax and we 
would encourage you to sign up for Gift Aid.
Members who have previously signed Gift Aid forms while paying income tax 
must inform the honorary treasurer if they no longer pay income tax. A note on 
the collection plate to this effect will be suf�icient: please mark it ‘Gift Aid Notice.’
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Calendar for May
Wednesday 29 April 
  10:00  Midweek Fellowship followed by refreshments  in Killaney
    Acts 12:24-13:5, John 12:44-50
Sunday 3 May  Fifth Sunday of Easter   (White)

 8:30  Holy Communion   in Carryduff
 10:00  Parish Communion   in Carryduff
 12:00  Parish Communion   in Killaney
Wednesday 6 May 
 10:00  Midweek Fellowship followed by refreshments in Carryduff
  Acts 15:1-6, John 15 :1-8
Sunday 10 May  The Sixth Sunday of Easter (Rogation Sunday)  (White)  
 10:00  Sunday Worship in Carryduff
 12:00  Sunday Worship in Killaney
Wednesday 13 May 
 10:00  Midweek Fellowship followed by refreshments in Carryduff
  Acts 17:15 & 22-18:8, John 16:12-15
Sunday 17 May The Seventh Sunday of Easter: Sunday after the Ascension Day  
   (White)
 8:30  Holy Communion  in Carryduff
 10:00  Sunday Worship  in Carryduff
 12:00  Sunday Worship  in Killaney
Wednesday 20 May 
 10:00  Midweek Communion followed by refreshments  in Carryduff
  Acts 20 :28-38, John 17:11-19
Sunday 24 May The Day of Pentecost (Whit Sunday)  (Red)
 10:00  All Age Worship  in Carryduff
 12:00  All Age Worship  in Killaney
Wednesday 27 May 
 11:30  Midweek Fellowship and  Picnic Lunch in Carryduff
  1 Peter 1 :18-25, Mark :10 32-45
Sunday 31 May  Trinity Sunday  (White)
 10:00  Sunday Worship   in Carryduff
 12:00  Sunday Worship   in Killaney
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Smile Lines 
Morning prayer
"Somebody has said there are 
only two kinds of people in 
the world. There are those 
who wake up in the morning 
and say, "Good morning, 
Lord," And there are those 
who wake up in the morning 
and say, "Good Lord, it's 
morning." 
Money
There is the story of a 
minister who got up one 
Sunday and announced to his 
congregation: "I have good 
news and bad news. The good 
news is, we have enough 
money to pay for our new 
building programme. The bad 
news is, it's still out there in 
your pockets." 
 What God is like
A Sunday School teacher 
began her lesson with a 
question, "Boys and girls, 
what do we know about God?" 
A hand. "He is an artist!" said 
the little boy.
"Really?  How do you know?" 
the teacher asked. 
"You know - Our Father, who 
does art in Heaven...  "

Can you �ind 16 books of the Bible in the following paragraph? It appeared 
in a church newsletter with the notation that one preacher found 15 books 
in 28 minutes, but it took him three weeks to �ind the 16th one!
“I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible - it was a lulu, kept 
people looking so hard for facts but for others it was a revelation. Some were in a 
jam, especially since the names of the books were not capitalised, but the truth 
�inally struck home to numbers of readers. To others, it was a real job. We want it 
to be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be really easy ones 
to spot, others may require judges to help them. I will quickly admit it usually 
takes a minister to �ind one of them, and there will be loud lamentations when it 
is found. One woman says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. 
See how well you can compete. Relax now, for there really are sixteen books of 
the Bible in the story.”

Winner
Winner
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Summer Madness 2026
We are hoping to take a group of young people for a day trip to Summer Madness 
Festival in Portglenone. Summer Madness is a Christian festival for young people 
across the island of Ireland to come together to celebrate, connect and explore the 
meaning of faith in their culture and community. There are seminars, worship 
sessions, food trucks and more. If you or someone you know is of secondary school 
age and would like to come along for the day, please speak to Rev Sarah or give her a 
call on 07974252013.

Smile Lines 
Nine
I was meeting a friend in a restaurant and as I went in, I noticed two pretty girls 
looking at me. "Nine," I heard one whisper as I passed. Feeling pleased with 
myself, I swaggered over to my buddy and told him a girl had just rated me a nine 
out of ten. "I don't want to ruin it for you," he said, "but when I walked in, they 
were speaking German."
When technology goes wrong
The father of a family - who was a big-time techie - got his oldest daughter an 
iPhone for her birthday. He also got an iPad for his son. Later he bought an iPod for 
the youngest daughter.   Then, when his wedding anniversary rolled around, he got 
his wife an iRon. That's when things went wrong.
Geraniums
A man burst into a �lower shop and urgently demanded two pink potted 
geraniums. The clerk explained that they did not have any, but could offer him 
African violets instead.
"No,” said the man sadly. “It was geraniums that my wife told me to water while 
she was gone."
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To be True and Just
There are only four words! Yet they present a statement of absolute signi�icance at 
both the personal and the public level. The text - the crucial words - that I have in 
mind are -“You shall not steal.”
This, of course, is one of the ten commandments, as set out in the book of Exodus - 
chapter 20 verses 4-17. It is a crucial and unarguable element within the six 
commandments that the Book of Common Prayer refers to as “my duty towards 
my neighbour.”
To develop this a little further it would be instructive to have a look at the text in 
na very particular and clearly set out section of the Bool of Common Prayer. I refer 
here, of course, to the Catechism.
The text of the commandments is presented in full in the Catechism, which further 
clari�ies that the �irst four commandments set out our duty towards God, and the 
other six cover, in detail, our duty towards our neighbour.
On expanding on and clariftying the eighth commandment - “You shall not steal” - 
the text contains the crucial words: “To be true and just in all my dealing.”
So who is my neighbour, and to whom does this emphatic instruction apply?
Of course it applies to each of us as individuals, but it must - absolutely must - 
apply to governments, corporate bodies, shareholders in companies, and all those 
who present goods and services to the public.
Herein lies a very challenging issue. An article in a recent issue of New Daylight 
goes straight to the point. The text states: “The world is broken by sel�ishness, 
greed adnt eh evil within our hearts.
These are striking words, and they ring a bell with me about whether, for example, 
government departments, the medical establishment and pharmaceutical 
companies have been entirely truthful with the public in relation to the claims 
made about (and widespread distribution of) anto-covid vaccines. Have there not 
been several subsequent health issues which might have derived from the use of 
inadequately tested vaccines?
This is an example of a sustantial issue across the corporate world of a duty 
towards my neighbour. I don’t think I would be alone in suspencting that there has 
been - to put it mildly -an element of carelessness with the truth in this case.
Furthermore, I rather suspect that this is possibly only one of several issues across 
the corporate world where the requirement to be true and just may have been set 
on one side.
Denis Carson
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EASTER MEMORIES 
Thank you to Gary and Sheila in Killaney, and Elizabeth, Charlotte, Deirdre and Liz in 
Carryduff for the decorations which sensitively portrayed the Easter story. Special 
praise to Charlotte (12 yrs)  who created the display of the empty tomb at the 
entrance to the Jeremy Taylor chapel - she’s following in her granny’s footsteps!
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Across
1  Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4) (11)
9  ‘The — are mantled with corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7)
10 ‘Each man—a sword to his side’ (Exodus 32:27) (5)
11 On the death of Jesus the curtain in the temple was 
torn from— to bo�om (Ma�hew 27:51) (3)
13 Stagger (Isaiah 28:7) (4)
16 ‘Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought——and 
doesn’t do it, sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2)
17 S�r up or provoke (Acts13:50) (6)
18 Burden (Luke11:46) (4)
20 ‘As far as the east is from the—, so far has he removed 
our transgressions from us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4)
21 Sign (Luke23:38) (6)
22 ‘A�er that, Jesus poured water into a basin and began 
to—his disciples’ feet’ (John 13:5) (4)
23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which swallowed 
up the good ears in Pharaoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4)
25 Has (anag.) (3)
28 ‘This is the account of Shem, Ham and Japheth, —
sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5)
29 ‘I will...make them drunk, so that they...sleep for—
and— awake’ (Jeremiah 51:39) (4,3)
30 Paul said of him, ‘he o�en refreshes me and is not 
ashamed of my chains’ (2 Timothy 1:16) (11)

Down
2  Worth (Ma�hew 13:46) (5)
3  ‘A bruised — He will not break’ 
(Ma�hew 12:20) (4)
4  ‘Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly — appeared with the angel’ 
(Luke 2:13) (4)
5  Slip (anag.) (4)
6  ‘Take an awl and push it through his 
— — into the door, and he will 
become your servant for life’ 
(Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4)
7  Boun�ful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11)
8  ‘Therefore, as we have —, let us do 
good to all people’ (Gala�ans 6:10) 
(11)
12 Acquire (2 Timothy 2:10) (6)
14 Container cover (Numbers 19:15) 
(3)
15 ‘He...became obedient to death, 
even death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) 
(1,5)
19 Refrain (1 Peter2:11) (7)
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her 
tears’ (Luke 7:38) (3)
24 One who worships Brahma, Vishnu 
or Shiva (5)
25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’ 
(Luke6:30) (4)
26 ‘I li� up my eyes to the hills; where 
does my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) 
(4)
27 One of those whom the Lord said 
would be taken from Jerusalem and 
Judah as judgment on them (Isaiah 
3:2) (4)

Answers on page 18
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A Date for your Diary

Parish Register
Christian Funeral

  “I am the Resurrection and the Life”, says the Lord
  Thursday  23rd April     Vivien Winters, Burial of Ashes, killaney
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ACROSS: 1, Overwhelmed. 9, Valleys. 10, Strap. 11, Top. 13, Reel. 16, To do. 17, Incite. 18, Load. 20, West. 21, No�ce. 
22, Wash. 23, Thin. 25, Ash. 28, Noah’s. 29, Ever not. 30, Onesiphorus. 
DOWN: 2, Value. 3, Reed. 4, Host. 5, Lisp. 6, Ear lobe. 7, Overflowing. 8, Opportunity. 12, Obtain. 14, Lid. 15, A cross. 
19, Abstain. 20, Wet. 24, Hindu. 25, Asks. 26, Help. 27, Hero.



May 2026

 19

Website & Contacts :  Killaney and Carryduff
:See service times, current news sheets, all magazines and recent news at:

https://carryduff-killaney.down.anglican.org 
Facebook: KandCd at the Crossroads 

Rector:  Revd Sarah Parkinson   
: 700 Saint�ield Rd, Carryduff BT8 8BU  079 7425 2013 
: carryduff@down.anglican.org
: killaney@down.anglican.org   
Diocesan Readers:  Marlene Moore  077 4028 9358
: mrm-moore@hotmail.co.uk   028 9081 4896
: Keith Shaw  
: keithshaw2@icloud.com  079 0193 5205
Parish Readers: Jenny Montgomery  078 5093 3365
: Jenny.montgomery1@outlook.com
: Raymond Scott  077 1876 9566 
: raymondscotty@me.com
: Gillian Grant 
Office:  Of�ice Phone (Jenny Eralp)       028 9081 3489
:  killaneyandcarryduff@icloud.com
Killaney: Adrian Cousins 077 3198 7183
Wardens: Marie Mack 077 3369 0557
Graveyard: Florence Coulter  077 8756 3851
Honorary Secretary: Fiona Chew �jewhurst01@gmail.com  079 5264 6902
Honary Treasurer: Regis Calard 079 6955 6106
Gi� Aid Secretary: Regis Calard                                 regis:@starterbooster.co.uk
Flower Rota:  Anne Mannis  028 9751 0089
Cleaning Rota: Marie Mack  028 9751 0350
Hempton Hall Booking: Colin McClintock  078 2533 7705
Carryduff: Joan Clayton 
Wardens: Sammy Barratt   
Co Honorary Treasurers  {Deirdre Shaw, 079 1713 8452
: {Sandra Thomas 078 5519 3341
Gi� Aid Secretary:  Hon Treasurers
Honorary Secretary:  sandrathomas64@sky.com
Sexton: Fiona Ellis
Freewill Offering:  Susan Creber       077 1312 3835
Hall Bookings: Sandra Thomas 078 5519 3341 
: sandrathomas64@sky.com
Parish Panel: Our Parishes ensure that children and their leaders will
 experience a safe and secure  environment .
:  Sarah Parkinson 079 7425 2013
: Marlene Moore  077 4028 9358
: Bill Connor  079 6772 5635
: Susan Creber 077 1312 3835

Next Edition is the June Edition. 
Please submit copy including holiday dates by 20th May to 
killaneyandcarryduff@icloud.com for publishing on Friday May 29th

Thank you to our distributors and compilers for your help.

https://carryduff-killaney.down.anglican.org
https://carryduff-killaney.down.anglican.org
https://carryduff-killaney.down.anglican.org
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 Easter Trail
Thank you to all those who helped make 
our Easter Trail event on Good Friday 
possible. We welcomed 79 people into 
our building where they heard the real 
Easter story and we were offered 
refreshments and children’s activities.
It is hoped that we will be able to run 
more events like this in the future. 
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