All Ages Together 29th March
Palm Sunday - All Ages Together

Hello and Welcome

Opening Prayer

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven!

Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel!
Hosanna in the highest!

Introduction

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth will proclaim your praise!

Make way, make way - Hymn 134 
1 Make way, make way, for Christ the King
in splendour arrives.
Fling wide the gates and welcome him into your lives

Make way, make way for the King of kings;
make way, make way, and let His kingdom in.

2 He comes the broken hearts to heal,
the prisoners to free.
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance,
the blind shall see.

3 And those who mourn with heavy hearts,
who weep and sigh;
with laughter, joy and royal crown he'll beautify

4 We call you now to worship him as Lord of all,
to have no gods before him their thrones must fall!

Saying sorry

In your mercy:
forgive us and help us.

Lord, forgive our empty praise, fill our loveless hearts; come to us and make our lives your home for ever. Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness

The Distribution of Palms

Preparing to hear God's word

Let us hear the word of the Lord.
So may the light of God's presence shine into our hearts.

Matthew 21:1-11 - please be seated

A reading from Matthew, chapter 21 beginning at verse 1

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King

21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 4 This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet: 5 “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God


There's a man riding in a donkey 

There's a man riding in on a donkey,   
there's a man, and they say he's king!   
And the palm leaves are waving a welcome   
and the voices of the people sing.

Sing Hosanna, Sing Hosanna  
Sing hosanna to the King of kings!  
Sing Hosanna, Sing Hosanna  
Sing hosanna to the King!

Why a king, riding in on a donkey?.   
Why a king, wearing no fine crown?   
Where the drums? Where the high-sounding cymbals.  
If a king is riding into town?

Hear the voice of the King on a donkey!   
Hear the joy of the news he brings!   
He Jesus, the Son of the Highest.  
He is Jesus and the King of kings!

Reflection: Letting go of Popularity

Donkey Procession

Leader: Hosanna!
People: Jesus, save us!

Declaring Faith - affirming our belief

Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God but made himself nothing.
Taking on the form of a slave, he was born in human likeness. He humbled himself and was obedient to death, even the death of the cross.
Therefore, God has raised him on high, and given him the name above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Happy Birthday
to all whose birthday is in March

Happy Birthday to you! To Jesus be true.
May God bless you and keep you,
the whole year through.

It is a thing most wonderful - Hymn 226

1 It is a thing most wonderful,
almost too wonderful to be, that God's own Son 
should come from heaven,
and die to save a child like me.

2 And yet I know that it is true;
he chose a poor and humble lot, 
and wept and toiled and mourned and died,
for love of those who loved him not.

3 I cannot tell how he could love
a child so weak and full of sin;
his love must be most wonderful
if he could die my love to win.

4 I sometimes think about the cross,
and shut my eyes, and try to see
the cruel nails and crown of thorns,
and Jesus crucified for me.

5 But even could I see him die,
I could but see a little part of that great love which, 
like a fire, is always burning in his heart.

6 It is most wonderful to know
his love for me so free and sure;
but 'tis more wonderful to see
my love for him so faint and poor.

7 And yet I want to love thee, Lord,
O light the flame within my heart,
and I will love thee more and more,
until I see thee as thou art.

Praying Together - Intercessions

Lord in your mercy 
Hear our Prayer 

Sunday Collect - Palm Sunday

The Lord's Prayer - we pray with Jesus

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
for ever and ever. Amen.

I’m in the Lord’s army - Video

Closing Prayer

From heav'n you came - Hymn 219

1 From heav'n you came, helpless babe,
entered our world, your glory veiled;
not to be served but to serve,
and give your life that we might live.

This is our God, the Servant King,
he calls us now to follow him,
to bring our lives as a daily offering
of worship to the Servant King.

2 There in the garden of tears,
my heavy load he chose to bear;
his heart with sorrow was torn,
'Yet not my will but yours', he said.

3 Come see his hands and his feet,
the scars that speak of sacrifice,
hands that flung stars into space
to cruel nails surrendered.

4 So let us learn how to serve,
and in our lives enthrone him;
each other's needs to prefer,
for it is Christ we're serving.

Dismissal

Let us go forth, praising Jesus our Messiah.

Blessed is he who come in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!



