Sunday 22nd March - Fifth Sunday in Lent

The Lord's my Shepherd
Thanks & Praise 147

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want.
He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
his goodness restores my soul.

And I will trust in you alone,
and I will trust in you alone,
for your endless mercy follows me,
your goodness will lead me home.

2 He guides my ways in righteousness,
and he anoints my head with oil,
and my cup, it overflows with joy,
I feast on his pure delights.

3 And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one, for you are with me, 
and your rod and staff are the comfort I need to know.

The Greeting - Hello and Welcome

The Lord be with you
and also with you


We have come together in the name of Christ
to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to hear and receive 
God's holy word, to seek the forgiveness of our sins,
and to pray for the needs of the world,
that by the power of the Holy Spirit
we may give ourselves to the service of God.

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth will proclaim your praise.

Let us worship the Lord.
All praise to his name.

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, Creator of all,
to you be glory and praise for ever.
You founded the earth in the beginning
and the heavens are the work of your hands.
In the fulness of time, you made us in your image,
and in these last days you have spoken to us
in your Son Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
As we rejoice in the gift of your presence among us
let the light of your love always shine in our hearts,
your Spirit ever renew our lives
and your praises ever be on our lips.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.
 Penitence - saying sorry to God 

If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1: 8,9

Let is sit or kneel as we confess our sins to God our Father. 

O God, our loving Father in heaven,
we confess that we have sinned against you;
we have broken your commandments;
we have often been selfish,
and we have not loved you as we should.
For these, and all our sins, forgive us, we pray:
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Forgiveness - a reminder of God's gift

May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins,
and restore us in his image to the praise and glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Preparing to hear God's word

Let us hear the word of the Lord.
So may the light of your presence shine into our hearts.

Ezekiel 37:1-14 - please be seated

A reading from Ezekiel Chapter 37 beginning at verse 1

37 The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’”7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone.8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’”


This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God


Children's Spot

Wide wide as the ocean - Video

Children leave for Creche and Sunday School 

Psalm 130 - we stand to say

1 Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.

2 If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, O Lord, who could stand?

3 But there is forgiveness with you, so that you shall be feared.

4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; in his word is my hope.

5 My soul waits for the Lord, more than the night watch for the morning, more than the night watch for the morning.

6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy;

7 With him is plenteous redemption and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.

Matthew 16:21-28 - please be seated

A reading from Matthew Chapter 16 beginning at verse 21 

21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life[a] will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done. 28 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

Breathe on me, Breath of God - Hymn 293

1 Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew,
that I may love what thou dost love,
and do what thou wouldst do.

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure,
until with thee I will one will to do and to endure.

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly thine;
until this earthly part of me glows with Thy fire divine.

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die,
but live with Thee the perfect life of thine eternity.

The Sermon - Letting go of our lives 

God forgave my sin - Offertory Hymn 480

1 God forgave my sin in Jesus' name;  
I've been born again in Jesus' name,  
and in Jesus' name I come to you  
to share his love as he told me to.  
  
He said:  'Freely, freely, you have received,  
freely, freely give; go in my name, 
and because you believe, others will know that I live'.  
  
2 All power is given in Jesus' name,  
in earth and heaven in Jesus' name;  
and in Jesus' name I come to you  
to share his power as he told me to.  

3 God gives us life in Jesus' name,  
he lives in us in Jesus' name;  
and in Jesus' name I come to you,  
to share his peace as he told me to.   
Declaring Faith - affirming our belief
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, who made the world? 
I believe and trust in him 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ, who redeemed mankind? 
I believe and trust in him 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God? 
I believe and trust in him 

This is the faith of the Church 
This is our faith. We believe and trust in One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Praying Together - Intercessions

Sunday Collect - Fifth Sunday in Lent 

The Lord's Prayer - we pray with Jesus
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
for ever and ever. Amen.

Going out as God’s People 

Blessed are you, Holy God, creator, redeemer and life-giver; you have spoken the world into being and filled it with wonder and beauty.

For every blessing we have received
we give you thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, Holy God, for people of every language and culture and for the rich variety you give to life.

For every blessing we have received
we give you thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, Holy God, for Jesus Christ our Saviour,
truly divine and truly human, living and dying for us,
and going before us into heaven.

For every blessing we have received
we give you thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, Holy God, for your Spirit, the fire of love burning in our hearts, bringing us to faith, 
and calling us to holiness in the Church and in the world.

For every blessing we have received
we give you thanks and praise.

The Dismissal 

Christ give you Grace to grow in holiness 
to deny yourselves, take up your cross and follow him 
and the blessing… 


O for a thousand tongues to sing - 104

1 O for a thousand tongues to sing
my dear Redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace!

2 Jesus! the name that charms our fears,
that bids our sorrows cease;
'tis music in the sinner's ears,
'tis life, and health, and peace!

3 He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
but sets the prisoner free;
his blood can make the foulest clean,
his blood availed for me.

4 He speaks, and, listening to his voice,
new life the dead receive;
the mournful broken hearts rejoice;
the humble poor believe.

5 Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb,
your loosened tongues employ; ye blind, behold, 
your Saviour come, and leap, ye lame, for joy.

6 My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim and spread through 
all the earth abroad the honours of thy Name.

Dismissal

We go into the world
to walk in God's light, to rejoice in God's love
and to reflect God's glory.

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ, Amen




