
 Holy Communion Sunday 4th January 
 The 2nd Sunday of Christmas

 Approach

 Lord, for the years - Hymn 81

1 Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

2 Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise.

3 Lord, for our land, in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:
for young and old, for this and every nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

4 Lord, for our world, when we disown and doubt him,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him:
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

5 Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us,
self on the cross, and Christ upon the throne,
past put behind us, for the future take us:
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Greeting  

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all: 
and also with you.  

Collect for Purity  

Introduction

Penitence

... On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.
Lord have mercy on us and write these your laws in our hearts

Confession

Absolution  

Gloria in Excelsis - Please stand  

The Collect - The 2nd Sunday of Advent

Ephesians 1:3-14

Praise for Spiritual Blessings in Christ
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfilment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.

This is the word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God  

John 1:10-18

Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ, according to John chapter 1 

...beginning at verse 10
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Children's Spot - Video

Jesus’ love is very wonderful 
 Thanks & Praise 75

Jesus’ love is very wonderful, 
Jesus’ love is very wonderful,
Jesus’ love is very wonderful, 
Oh, wonderful love!

It’s so high you can’t get over it, 
so low you can’t get under it, 
so wide you can’t get round it, 
Oh, wonderful love!

Jesus’ love is very wonderful, 
Jesus’ love is very wonderful,
Jesus’ love is very wonderful, 
Oh, wonderful love!


Sermon - Revd Brian Cadden

Break, thou, the Bread of Life - Hymn 379

1 Break thou the bread of life, dear Lord to me,
as thou didst break the loaves beside the sea;
beyond the sacred page I seek thee, Lord, 
my spirit longs for thee, O living Word.


2 Bless thou the truth, dear Lord, to me, to me,
as thou didst bless the bread by Galilee;
then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall,
and I shall find my peace, my all in all.

The Nicene Creed - Please Stand

Prayers of the People  

Lord, in your mercy   Hear our prayer.  

Merciful Father    
accept these our prayers  
for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Prayer of Humble Access 

The Peace  
  
Great is thy faithfulness - Hymn 80 - Offering Hymn

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not,
as thou hast been, thou for ever wilt be.

Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness,
morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided,
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2 Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest,
sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness,
morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided,
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness,
morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided,
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Taking the Bread & Wine

Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us
therefore let us celebrate the feast.

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord’s Prayer

Breaking Bread

Invitation

Receiving Communion
Please come forward to receive the bread and wine.

Prayer after Communion

Sending Prayer

Blessing

O God, our help in ages past - Hymn 537

1 O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home;


2 Beneath the shadow of thy throne 
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone, 
and our defence is sure.


3 Before the hills in order stood, 
or earth received her frame,
from everlasting thou art God, 
to endless years the same.

4 A thousand ages in thy sight 
are like an evening gone,
short as the watch that ends the night 
before the rising sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
soon bears us all away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day.

6 O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come,
be thou our guard while troubles last, 
and our eternal home.

Dismissal  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  
in the name of Christ. Amen. 





