Christmas Eve Communion

Approach

Silent night, holy night - Hymn 182
1 Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ the Saviour is born! Christ the Saviour is born!

3 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

The Greeting

Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people; for unto you is born this night in the city of David, a Saviour who is Christ our Lord.                                                                                                Luke 2:10.11

Grace mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you.

The Collect for Purity:

Lighting the Christmas Candle

Confession

Absolution  

The Collect for ChrisTmas Eve

Hebrews 1: 1-12
A reading from Hebrew Chapter 1 beginning at verse 1

God’s Final Word: His Son
1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.

The Son Superior to Angels
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son; today I have become your Father”?
Or again,“I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”?
6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
7 In speaking of the angels he says,
“He makes his angels spirits, and his servants flames of fire.”8 But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.  9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.”10 He also says, “In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. 11 They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. 12 You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end.”
	
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 98 - Please stand

1    Sing to the Lord a new song,  
 for he has done marvellous things.

2    His own right hand and his holy arm  
have won for him the victory.

3    The Lord has made known his salvation;  
 his deliverance has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4    He has remembered his mercy and faithfulness towards the house of Israel,  
 and all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

5    Sound praises to the Lord, all the earth; 
 break into singing and make music.

6    Make music to the Lord with the lyre,  
 with the lyre and the voice of melody.

7    With trumpets and the sound of the horn  
 sound praises before the Lord, the King.

8    Let the sea thunder and all that fills it,  
 the world and all that dwell upon it.

9    Let the rivers clap their hands  
 and let the hills ring out together before the Lord,
 for he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world  
and the peoples with equity.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.

John 1: 1-14

Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ, according to John Chapter 1 beginning at verse 1
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Word Became Flesh
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
^14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.


The Sermon - Revd Brian Cadden

While shepherds watched - Hymn 188

1 While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
all seated on the ground,
the angel of the Lord came down,
and glory shone around.

2 "Fear not," said he 
(for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind),
"glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind.

3 "To you, in David's town, this day, 
is born of David's line
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;
and this shall be the sign.

4 "The heavenly Babe you there shall find
to human view displayed,
all meanly wrapped in swathing clothes,
and in a manger laid."

5 Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith
appeared a shining throng 
of angels, praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song

6 "All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace!
Goodwill henceforth from  heaven to earth
begin, and never cease"

The Nicene Creed - Please Stand

Intercessions  

Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

^And finally...

Merciful Father    
accept these our prayers  
for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayer of Humble Access 

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

O little town of Bethlehem - Hymn 174

1 O little town of Bethlehem,how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

2 O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to all on earth;
For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love.

3 How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell: O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord, Emmanuel.

Taking the Bread & Wine

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord’s Prayer


Breaking Bread

Invitation

Receiving Communion - Please come forward to receive the bread and wine.

Prayer after Communion

The shepherds said, "Let us go to Bethlehem, and see the thing that the Lord has made known to us."             Luke 2:15

Sending Prayer

Blessing

Glory in the highest! - Hymn 693

1 Glory in the highest to the God of heaven!
Peace to all your people through the earth be given!
Mighty God and Father, thanks and praise we bring,
singing Alleluia to our heavenly king.

2 Jesus Christ is risen, God the Father's Son!
With the Holy Spirit, you are Lord alone!
Lamb once killed for sinners, all our guilt to bear,
show us now your mercy, now receive our prayer.

3 Christ the world's true Saviour, high and holy one,
seated now and reigning from your Father's throne:
Lord and God, we praise you! Highest heaven adores:
in the Father's glory, all the praise be yours!

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  
in the name of Christ. Amen. 



