Sunday 21st December  
Carols at Christmas - Advent 4

Once in royal David’s city Hymn 177

1 Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed;
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

2 He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all, and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall; with the poor and mean and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.

3 And through all his wondrous childhood
he would honour and obey, love and watch the lowly maiden
in whose gentle arms he lay;
Christian children all should be kind, obedient, good as he.

4 For he is our childhood’s pattern, day by day, like us, he grew;
he was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.

5 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own redeeming love,
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

6 Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high;
when like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.

The Greeting - Hello and Welcome

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
And also with you.

Scripture sentence
The night is far spent, the day is at hand.  Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness  and let us put on the armour of light.          								cf Romans 13:12


We prepare our hearts to listen to God’s voice:

God of our days and years,  
we set this time apart for you.  
Form us in the likeness of Christ  
so that our lives may glorify you. Amen.

Lighting the Advent Candle

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,   
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,

the Almighty has done great things for me   
and holy is his name.

A candle is lit.

Advent Candles vs 1 & 4 Thanks & Praise 3

1 Advent candles tell their story as we watch and pray;
longing for the day of glory, ‘Come, Lord, soon’, we say. 
Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness changed for gladness on that Day. 
                   
4 Mary’s gift, beyond all telling, was to give Christ room. 
She gave God a human dwelling in a mother’s womb. 
Who could guess the final story?  – cross and glory; empty tomb! 

confession

Heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault;
by what we have done and by what we have failed to do.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us, forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.
absolution

the first reading

Let us hear the word of the Lord.
So may the light of your presence shine into our hearts.

Romans 1: 1-7 - please be seated

A reading from  Romans chapter  1 beginning at verse 1
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith for his name’s sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people:
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

Away in a manger - Hymn 149

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from on high,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.
Psalm 80: 1-8, 18-20 - we stand to say

1  Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
you that led Joseph like a flock;

2  Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim, 
before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.
   
3  Stir up your mighty strength 
and come to our salvation.

4  Turn us again, O God; 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

5  O Lord God of hosts, 
how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer?

6  You feed them with 
the bread of tears; 
you give them abundance of tears to drink.

7  You have made us the derision of our neighbours, 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

8  Turn us again, O God of hosts; 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

18  Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand, 
the son of man you made so strong for yourself.

19  And so will we not go back from you; 
give us life, and we shall call upon your name.

20  Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts; 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
   
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.

Matthew 1: 18-25 please be seated

A reading from  Matthew chapter  1 beginning at verse 18

Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,because he will save his people from their sins.”
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”(which means “God with us”).24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God


The Sermon - Revd Alan Cross






Hark! the herald-angels sing - Hymn 160

1 Hark! the herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King;
peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!
Joyful, all you nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’:

Hark! the herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King.

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin’s womb:
veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell,
Jesu, our Emmanuel:

3 Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings:
mild, he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die;
born to raise each child of earth,
born to give us second birth:


the creed

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts 
through faith,
and fills us with his love.
We believe in God 
the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer - we pray with Jesus

Sunday Collect - 4th Sunday of Advent

Praying Together - Intercessions

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer

Merciful Father,  
accept these our prayers  
for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Blessing

O come, all ye faithful - Hymn 172

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him  born, the King of angels;

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

2 God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
very God, begotten, not created:

6 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
“Glory to God in the highest:”

7b Yea, Lord we bless thee, Born for our salvation,
Jesu, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing:

Dismissal

We go into the world
to walk in God's light,
to rejoice in God's love
and to reflect God's glory.

notices
 
Christmas Eve: 24th at Carryduff* 
8:00pmChristmas Eve Communion Preacher: Revd Brian Cadden

Christmas Day 
9:30am Christmas Communion at Killaney Preacher: Bishop David
10:30am Christmas Family Celebration at Carryduff with Keith and Marlene

Sunday 28th December
No 8:30 service
10:00am Morning Prayer in Carryduff
12:00 Noon Morning Prayer in Killaney
Preacher: Mrs Marlene Moore 
