Sunday 14th December 2025 
 3rd Sunday of Advent - Christingle Service 
 
Welcome and Introduction  
   
Opening Prayer 
     
O little town of Bethlehem - Hymn 174 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;   
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
2 O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth; 
For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep  
their watch of wondering love. 
 
3 How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still   
the dear Christ enters in. 
 
4 O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel. 
 
Lighting the Advent Candle 
 
Advent candles vs 1& 3 - T & P 3 
1 Advent candles tell their story as we watch and pray; 
longing for the day of glory,  
‘Come, Lord, soon’, we say. Pain and sorrow,  
tears and sadness changed for gladness on that Day.  
 
 
3 John the Baptist, by his preaching and by water poured,  
brought to those who heard his teaching 
news of hope restored: ‘Keep your vision  
strong and steady, and be ready for the Lord.’  
 
Saying Sorry 
 
Luke 2:1-7   
A reading from Luke chapter 2 beginning at verse 4 
 
The Birth of Jesus 
About that time Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names of all the people to be listed in record books. 2 These first records were made when Quirinius was governor of Syria 3 Everyone had to go to their own hometown to be listed. 4 So Joseph had to leave Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem in Judea. Long ago Bethlehem had been King David's hometown, and Joseph went there because he was from David's family.5 Mary was engaged to Joseph and travelled with him to Bethlehem. She was soon going to have a baby, 6 and while they were there, 7 she gave birth to her first-born son. She dressed him in baby clothes and laid him on a bed of hay, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
See him lying on a bed of straw - T & P 123  
 
1 See him lying on a bed of straw: 
a draughty stable with an open door; 
Mary cradling the babe she bore,  
the prince of glory is his name. 
 
O now carry me to Bethlehem to see the Lord of love again:  
just as poor as was the stable then,  
the prince of glory when he came. 
 
2 Star of silver, sweep across the skies,  
show where Jesus in the manger lies;  
shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise  
to see the saviour of the world! 
 
3 Angels, sing again the song you sang,  
sing the story of God's gracious plan; 
sing that Bethl'em's little baby can be the saviour of us all. 
 
4 Mine are riches, from your poverty,  
from your innocence, eternity; mine, forgiveness  
by your death for me, child of sorrow for my joy. 
 
 
 
John 1:9, 1:5, 8:12 
Readings from John chapter 1 and John chapter 8 
 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
 
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it 
 
Jesus, the Light of the World 
12 Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.” 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Away in a manger - Hymn 149 
 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
 2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from on high, 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
 3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 
Talk: The Christingle and John Who Got Lost.  
 
The Christingle Song (video) 
 
Prayers and Blessing    
 
Jesus bids us shine.  Hymn 482 (Offering) 
 
1 Jesus bids us shine with a pure clear light, 
like a little candle burning in the night; 
in this world is darkness so we must shine, 
you in your small corner and I in mine. 
 
2 Jesus bids us shine, first of all for him; 
well he sees and knows it, if our light grows dim; 
he looks down from heav'n to see us shine, 
you in your small corner and I in mine. 
 
3 Jesus bids us shine, then, for all around; 
many kinds of darkness in this world abound - 
sin and want and sorrow; so we must shine, 
you in your small corner and I in mine. 
 
The children leave 
 
Dismissal 
 
We go into the world  
To walk in God's light, To rejoice in God's love  
And to reflect God's glory Amen  

