
Service of the Word for Advent 2
Sunday 7th December

Preparation

Be thou my vision - Hymn 643

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
naught be all else to me, save that thou art;
thou my best thought in the day and the night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord;
thou my great Father, and I thy true heir;
thou in me dwelling, and I in thy care.

3 Be thou my breast-plate, my sword for the fight;
be thou my armour, and be thou my might;
thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower:
raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power.

4 Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise:
thou mine inheritance through all my days;
thou, and thou only, the first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art!

5 High King of heaven, when the battle is done,
grant heaven’s joy to me, O bright heaven’s sun,
Christ of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Greeting  
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all: 
and also with you.  

Collect for Purity  

Introduction

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Advent Candles v2 - Thanks and Praise 3

Prophet voices loudly crying, making pathways clear, 
glimpsing glory, self-denying, calling all to hear. 
Through their message 
- ⁠challenged, shaken 
 - hearts awaken: 
God is near! 

Penitence

... On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.
Lord have mercy on us and write these your laws in our hearts

Confession

Absolution  

Collect of the Second Sunday of Advent

Psalm 75:1-3

We give you thanks, O God, we give you thanks,
for your name is near, 
as your wonderful deeds declare.

‘I will seize the appointed time;   
 I, the Lord, will judge with equity.
 
‘Though the earth reels and all that dwell in her,   
it is I that hold her pillars steady.

We give you thanks, O God, we give you thanks,
for your name is near, 
as your wonderful deeds declare.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Luke 12:13-21

...beginning at verse 13
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

The Parable of the Rich Fool
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’
21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Children's Spot

Seek ye first the kingdom of God Hymn 596

1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you; alleluia, alleluia!  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu, alleluia!

2 Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and the door shall be opened unto you;
alleluia, alleluia!  

3 We shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord;
alleluia, alleluia!

Sermon - Mr Keith Gardiner

The Nicene Creed - Please stand

The Prayers of the People
Mighty God,
reveal your glory.

Merciful Father    
accept these our prayers for the sake of your Son, 
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayer of Humble Access 

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord,  
trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies.  
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  
But you are the same Lord,  
whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,  
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,  
and to drink his blood,  
that our sinful bodies may be made clean 
by his body,  
and our souls washed through 
his most precious blood,  
and that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us. Amen.

The Peace  
  
Take my life, and let it be- Hymn 597 Offertory Hymn

1 Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2 Take my hands, and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.

3 Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King;
take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose.

4 Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.
take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.

5 Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store;
take my self, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.


Taking the Bread & Wine

Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us
therefore let us celebrate the feast.

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you


Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



. . .for ever praising you and saying:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest!

. . . Christ your Son commanded:  

we remember his passion and death,  
we celebrate his resurrection and ascension,  
and we look for the coming of his kingdom.


. . . in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, Almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Breaking Bread

The bread which we break  
is a sharing in the body of Christ.

We being many are one body,  
for we all share in the one bread.

Invitation


Receiving Communion
Please come forward to receive the bread and wine.

Prayer after Communion

Sending Prayer

Almighty God,  
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen.  

Blessing

Notices 

All my hope on God is founded - Hymn 10

All my hope on God is founded; he doth still my trust renew.
Me through change and chance he guideth,
only good and only true.
God unknown, he alone calls my heart to be his own.

2 Human pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray our trust;
what with care and toil is builded, 
tower and temple, fall to dust.
But God's power, hour by hour, is my temple and my tower.

3 God's great goodness aye endureth,
deep his wisdom, passing thought:
splendour, light and life attend him,
beauty springeth out of naught.
Evermore from his store new-born worlds rise and adore.

4 Daily doth the almighty Giver bounteous gifts on us bestow;
his desire our soul delighteth, pleasure leads us where we go.
Love doth stand at his hand; joy doth wait on his command.

5 Still from earth to God eternal sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising for the gift of Christ, his Son.
Christ doth call one and all: ye who follow shall not fall.

Dismissal  

Go in peace to love 
and serve the Lord  
in the name of Christ. Amen.
