Sunday 30th November  (St Ignatius’)
Service of the Word for Advent 1   - Wonder

Opening Prayer 

Give to our God immortal praise - Hymn 353

1 Give to our God immortal praise;  
mercy and truth are all His ways;  
wonders of grace to God belong,  
repeat His mercies in your song.  

2 Give to the Lord of lords renown,  
the King of kings with glory crown;  
His mercies ever shall endure,  
when lords and kings are known no more.  

3 He built the earth, He spread the sky,  
and fixed the starry lights on high;  
wonders of grace to God belong,  
repeat His mercies in your song.  

4 He fills the sun with morning light,  
He bids the moon direct the night;  
His mercies ever shall endure, 
 when suns and moons shall shine no more.

5 He sent His Son with pow'r to save from guilt, 
and darkness, and the grave;  
wonders of grace to God belong,  
repeat His mercies in your song.  

6 Through this vain world He guides our feet  
and leads us to His heav'nly seat;  
His mercies ever shall endure,  
when this vain world shall be no more

 Greeting

God is spirit, and those who worship him  must worship in spirit and truth.   John 4:24

Grace, mercy and peace  from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ  be with you
And also with you.

Introduction

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Advent Candles v1 - Thanks & Praise 3

Advent candles tell their story as we watch and pray;
longing for the day of glory, ‘Come, Lord, soon’, we say. 
Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness 
changed for gladness on that Day. 

 Penitence

Father, forgive us:
save us and help us.  

 Absolution

Collect of the First Sunday of Advent

Ministry of the Word 

John 4: 5-18; 25-26; 28-30; 39-42.

A reading from John Chapter 4 beginning at verse 5

So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans. 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”17 “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”
28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.
34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35 Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap 39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers.42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Children's Talk 

Don’t build your house - Th & Praise 30

Don’t build your house on the sandy land, 
don’t build it too near the shore. 
Well, it might look kind of nice, but you’ll have to build it twice, 
oh, you’ll have to build your house once more. 

You’d better build your house upon a rock, 
make a good foundation on a solid spot. 
Oh, the storms may come and go
but the peace of God you will know.		REPEAT

Sunday Club begins

Psalm 9:1-2, 16-18

1 I will give thanks to you, Lord, with my whole heart; 
I will tell of all your marvellous works.

2 I will be glad and rejoice in you; 
I will make music to your name, O Most High.  

16 The Lord makes himself known by his acts of justice;
the wicked are snared in the works of their own hands.

17 They shall return to the land of darkness, 
all the nations that forget God.

18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten 
and the hope of the poor shall not perish for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.

Speak, Lord, in the stillness - Hymn 624

1 Speak, Lord, in the stillness,
speak your word to me;
help me now to listen in expectancy.

2 Speak, O gracious Master, in this quiet hour;
let me see your face, Lord, feel your touch of power.

3 For the words you give me, they are life indeed;
living bread from heaven, now my spirit feed.

4 Speak, your servant listens I await your word;
let me know your presence, let your voice be heard!

5 Fill me with the knowledge of your glorious will;
all your own good pleasure in my life fulfil.

Sermon - with Mr Keith Gardiner
Father, I place into your hands
Hymn 565 - Offertory Hymn

1 Father, I place into your hands the things I cannot do
Father, I place into your hands
the things that I've been through
Father, I place into your hands the way that I should go
for I know I always can trust you.

2 Father, I place into your hands my friends and family
Father, I place into your hands the things that trouble me
Father, I place into your hands the person I would be
for I know I always can trust you.

3 Father, I love to seek your face I love to hear your voice
Father, I love to sing your praise and in your name rejoice
Father, I love to walk with you and in your presence rest
for I know I always can trust you.

4 Father, I want to be with you and do the things you do
Father, I want to speak the words that you are speaking too
Father, I want to love the ones that you will draw to you
for I know that I am one with you.

Affirmation of Faith

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.  
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.  
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.  
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 The Prayers of the People

Loving God,
let your kingdom come.

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing

Notices

Stand up, stand up for Jesus - Hymn 488

1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, you soldiers of the cross!
Lift high his royal banner, it must not suffer loss.
From victory unto victory, his army he shall lead,
till every foe is vanquished, and Christ is Lord indeed.

2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus! The trumpet call obey;
forth to the mighty conflict in this his glorious day.
Be strong in faith and serve him against unnumbered foes;
let courage rise with danger, and strength to strength oppose.

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus! Stand in his strength alone;
the arm of flesh will fail you, you dare not trust your own.
Put on the gospel armour, each piece put on with prayer;
where duty calls, or danger, be never wanting there.

4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus! The strife will not be long;
this day the noise of battle, the next the victor’s song.
To all who are triumphant a crown of life shall be;
they with the King of glory shall reign eternally.

 Dismissal  

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

