St Andrew’s Communion | 7 November 2021 12 pm | 3 before Advent
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all and also with you.
Collect for Purity. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden; 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Penitence - saying sorry
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Children’s Spot - with Keith
Thanks & Praise 95 - My heart is filled

My heart is filled with thankfulness
to him who bore my pain;
who plumbed the depths of my disgrace
and gave me life again;
who crushed my curse of sinfulness,
and clothed me with his light,
and wrote his law of righteousness
with power upon my heart. 2 My heart is filled with thankfulness
to him who walks beside;
who floods my weaknesses with strength
and causes fear to fly;
whose every promise is enough
for every step I take;
sustaining me with arms of love
and crowning me with grace.

3 My heart is filled with thankfulness to him who reigns above;
whose wisdom is my perfect peace, whose every thought is love.
For every day I have on earth is given by the King.
So I will give my life, my all, to love and follow him.
The Collect - 3 before Advent
Ruth 3:1–5 & 4:13–17 - please be seated
One day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi said to her, ‘My daughter, I must find a home for you, where you will be well provided for. Now Boaz, with whose women you have worked, is a relative of ours. Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing-floor. Wash, put on perfume, and get dressed in your best clothes. Then go down to the threshing-floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has finished eating and drinking. When he lies down, note the place where he is lying. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do.’ ‘I will do whatever you say,’ Ruth answered. So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made love to her, the Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. The women said to Naomi: ‘Praise be to the Lord, who this day has not left you without a guardian-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.’ Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him. The women living there said, ‘Naomi has a son!’ And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
Psalm 127 - we stand to say
Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour in vain.
Unless the Lord watches over the city, the guards stand watch in vain.
In vain you rise early and stay up late,
toiling for food to eat – for he grants sleep to those he loves.
Children are a heritage from the Lord, offspring a reward from him.
Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are children born in one’s youth.
Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them.
They will not be put to shame when they contend with their opponents in court.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;•
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.
Mark 12:38–44 - Please stand
Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ, according to Mark chapter 12, beginning at verse 38 Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
As he taught, Jesus said, ‘Watch out for the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and be greeted with respect in the market-places, and have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honour at banquets. They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be punished most severely.’ Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few pence. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything – all she had to live on.’ Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything – all she had to live on.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
The Sermon - Living in hope
Hymn 587 - Just as I am, without one plea

Just as I am, without one plea,
but that thy Blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come,
3 Just as I am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings and fears, within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come.
4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
sight, riches, healing of the mind,
yea, all I need, in thee to find,
O Lamb of God, I come.
5 Just as I am, thou wilt receive,
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve:
because thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come.
6 Just as I am (thy love unknown
has broken every barrier down),
now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come.
7 Just as I am, of that free love,
the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove,
here for a season, then above,
O Lamb of God, I come.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.     
Merciful Father, accept these our prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you.
At the Lord’s Table
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us therefore let us celebrate the feast.
The Lord be with you and also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
… for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!
as Christ your Son commanded:
we remember his passion and death,
we celebrate his resurrection and ascension,
and we look for the coming of his kingdom.
. . in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, Almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Breaking the bread
The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Hymn 293 - Breathe on me breath of God

1 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
fill me with life anew,
that I may love what thou dost love,
and do what thou wouldst do.
2 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
until my heart is pure,
until with thee I will one  will
to do and to endure.
3 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
till I am wholly  thine;
until this earthly part of me
glows with Thy  fire divine.
4 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
so shall I never die,
but live with Thee the  perfect life
of thine eternity. 

Going Out as God’s People
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us
with the spiritual food of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
The Blessing and Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord in the name of Christ. Amen.
Hymn 288 - Thine be the glory
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay:
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.
2 Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting:
3 No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life;
life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above:
