Early Communion | Harvest Thanksgiving Carryduff | 3 October 2021
Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all: and also with you.
Collect for Purity
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden;
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Penitence
Lord, have mercy on us,
and write these your laws in our hearts.
Confession
Let us confess our sins
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned in thought and word and deed,
and in what we have left undone.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may walk in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.
Absolution
Glory to God page 203

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of Harvest Thanksgiving
Lesson Joel 2:21-27
Do not be afraid, land of Judah; be glad and rejoice. Surely the Lord has done great things! Do not be afraid, you wild animals, for the pastures in the wilderness are becoming green. The trees are bearing their fruit; the fig-tree and the vine yield their riches. Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the Lord your God, for he has given you the autumn rains because he is faithful. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rains, as before. The threshing-floors will be filled with grain; the vats will overflow with new wine and oil. ‘I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten— the great locust and the young locust, the other locusts and the locust swarm— my great army that I sent among you. You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the name of the Lord your God, who has worked wonders for you; never again will my people be shamed. Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the Lord your God, and that there is no other; never again will my people be shamed.
This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God
Gospel Matthew 6:25-33
Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ, according to Matthew chapter 6 beginning at verse 25 Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? ‘And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith. So do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon
Nicene Creed page 205
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Lord of the harvest, in your mercy hear us.
The Peace
The Peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you
Prayer at the Table
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; you bring forth bread from the earth.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; you create the fruit of the vine.
Blessed be God for ever.
Taking the Bread & Wine
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us 
therefore let us celebrate the feast.
Great Thanksgiving (1)
The Lord is here His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Father, almighty and everliving God, . . . 
for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed are you, Father, . . .  
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we do as Christ your Son commanded:
we remember his passion and death,
we celebrate his resurrection and ascension,
and we look for the coming of his kingdom.
Accept through him . . . 
Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, Almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Breaking Bread
The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Invitation and Receiving Communion
Send us
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us
with the spiritual food of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
Blessing
God the Father, who created the world, give you grace to be wise stewards of his creation. Amen.
God the Son, who redeemed the world, inspire you to go out as labourers into his harvest. Amen.
God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the whole of creation, help you to bear his fruits of love, joy and peace. Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
in the name of Christ. Amen.

